January 11, 1978 e 1¢@

SENATOR NEWELL: Mr. President, members of the hodv, 7

am offering this amendment. I reallv hate *o Ao +his
consldering tre torturec¢ existence of this bill, ‘ow

I want to say this that I would oprefer to have public
defenders added in since county attornavs ars added in
and I have a 1list of letters fror the nublic 4de®eniders
across the state who arsue that thev 2an nawvr for ther

out of thelr budrets but thev at least ourht to have
parity with the countv attornevs. Now knowing thae
conservative mood of this body, I mich* have heen wiser
trying to take the county attorners outf, but ins+teas 7
would like to add the eirht, or let me see how manv *hers
are exactly, about thirteen cr fourteen countvy nuhlic
defenders Into the statute books and create narity.

Now I would hope that this would bhe conslidered seriousls.
1t ought to be considered in terms of its merits. Ve ara
asking, Mr. President, I would sure 1ike £9 he lis“ened
to 1f I could. Could you help r2 2 little.

PRESIDENT: We all desire that but you want me to %rv «n
get more attention.

SENATOR NEWELL: Maybe ask Mr. Rarretteto leave the “lpor.
That would help a 1little.

PRESIDENT: Who?
SENATOR NEWELL: Mr. Barrette.
FRESIDENT: 1Is he being disruptive?

SENATOR NEWELL: Well, 1t 1s pretty nolsv over here 1in
this corner. T can't even hear nyself.

PRESIDENT: Well, Senator DeCarp is over there, %ao
Senator Keves. That is the source of the trouble. .ohn
Barrette has a strong reputation but he can'+t cornete with
those two. We should have more order on the floop hecause
Senator Newell has got an important point here.

, and

SENATOR NEWELL: I was hoplng to, vou know, T reallv don'+
want thls taken as a Joke and this bhiil, T trink we have
spent far too much time on this billl, RBut the issue Fafore
us today ought to be a question of narity. ‘ow we are
asking law enforcement people, we are askine sur svster

of justice 1In the State of Yebraska to nrotect the rich+s
of Nebraskans. We are askine therm also to nrotect <ha
rirhts as prosecutors and T think we have thas gsame rish+

to ask the publiec defenders have the same privileres and
the same advantages and the same ooportunities. That 1s
all I am saying. If thls, and I would ask the bodv to

pay attention to this, if this falls, if we fail <o adqd

the pukblic defenders, which 1s approximatelv thirtasn
public defenders from across the state, then ™ would ask
the body to then withdraw the 92 or 93 counftv attornevs.
Jow that can save a lot of money, “clks, hut all T ask
for is varity. Thank you.
PRESIDENT: Senator Bereuter. Ts that a 1102 o@ narity,
Senator llewell?

SENATOR NEWELL: Or close to 1t.

PRESIDENT: All right. Senatcr Rerauter.
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